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7o DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
' : [Tl Excellent Eﬁisocd ] Feir [} fleterioroted [l Ruins {1 Unexposed
CONDITION - * (Check One) (Chock One}
é‘ﬁ Altered [T Unolered ™ Moved Origine! Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL {if l’cnown) PHYSICAL APFEARANCE
] The Canel House wesg bullt in 1842 by the Whitewater
Valley Canal Co. It is the best pressrved temple-tyve shrue—
ture in the state. Authentle Greel proportions, strong pedi-
meni, wide entablature bLonrd clearly divided into horizontal
bands (architrave and friesze), and Fiuted molumna resting
without sases, on the pg‘umcnt of the porech, are in the oest
antique Doric tradition. 8ince the plillar Tsced Greek Revival
trend was very strong in Indiana during 1835-1850, it zeeus
that the company used the design of the dey for that time,

The front anar onens 1 the right side of the porch intoe
a foyer, 7'8%x418¢, The second white hardwood door opens
into a hall BYJUxRoigH, an hardwood ebtairwsy leading to the

gecond Tloor ls Ilntact and will be restored. ~The firp 5t yoom
on the left lg 18'x 18'6" »nd was not changed Trom ithe
ir
Ak

5o o
38 "'E)

[N

b

]
This room containsg & Tire place and one of the two steel wall
gafes used by the Cansl Compsny. The gecond room i I3V8Ux
11'8% and alzo contains an ﬁriﬁinal pafe, Ths gecond room
wag medernized with Ttwo resb roompe but thess have been taken
out. These Tront two roome will be restored with wallnaper
and pveriod furniture of the 1840%g. The resr room, 14'x 15'6Y,

i
>

will be uged as living cusrters for o

custodian,

The second Tloor hag an o
be usged as sn art gallery A
retained and an arés Q“v i6 SR

peration ares sc that lsdieg!

pen roon 18'6Yy J37'9W and will
rest roon Sﬁﬁﬂx 7', will be
will be made into a food nre-
groups may use the sscond floor.

The stone wsllied bas @mnnt will remein infsct &nd be used
a8 a nugeun and souvenir ghop.

The building was completely regiored by Gonvressman and
Mrg. Pinly H. Gray who ?1veu thers from 1936 to 1947 and qold
after their 'deaths to the lcoesl V.F.W. Modern additions vere
made by the V.F.W. but these hdve been taken cut by Historic
Connersville. Many of the period furnishings have been found
which were in the bullding 6ur1nﬁ the time Lhe Grays lived
there and will be retawne&
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H.: SIGRIFICANCE .-

] Pre-Celumbian}
{71 15th Century

PERICD (Check One or More as Approprmtc)

(] 16th Century
[0 7th Century

] 18th Cenfury
[ﬁ 19th Century

M 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) H ‘5'“ S‘f .:.2\3
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANGE (Check One or More as Appropriats) :
Abariginoi ‘ ) ' E:] Educaﬁon ' O bofificul D Urban Planning
l;] Prehistoric [ Engineering : [} Retigion/Phi- -~ D Other (specify)
Hiﬁmric & Industry losophy «
[ Agricultyre Ej Invention 1 Science
K Architecture [ Lendscape [ Sculpture
[3 Art Architecture [3 Social/Human-
[j{ Commerce {1 Literature * itarien
] Communications ] Militery 1 Theoter
{1 Conservation ] Muosic - ij{: Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gonneraville as a vilisge had ite start in 1808 when
John Conner, a fur treder znd Indian treasty msker Tor
General ¥William Henry Herrison, estoblished an Indlen trading
post. Af ssttlers arrived and the land was clesred, the
fervile vmllpy vegan to supply & bteqay rmount of fearm
produce. The market for thls produce wes (lncinnati, Chio,
-sixty miles awa) and 1t tock droverg and wagonmen a ?reat
deal of time over unsiablm roads and treils to reach markeb.

Just twenty veare after Indians became a siate ln 1818,
the legislature €nhgcted s mamnoth Internal Improvenenta At
covering rosds, xn&ls, and railvosds. The Whitewater Valley
recelved one of three canals in the state. Digging of the
#hitewater Canal wae sterted but the state ran into trouble
ehd construction was stopped in 1B3% A vrivate company
to be known =8 the Whitewater Valley Canal Co. was charltered
and construction started again, Canal House was bullt in
1842 by the new Brivat@ ccmnanv snd eerved as its heepdduarters
,througn 1863

i The Savings ‘Bank of Indisna ged Cansl House for s
short time tnen 1t was used @s 28 private dwelling for a
number of year

The debt incupred by canal bulliding in Indians made &
iastlng inpression on citizens of the Heoosler State and

ffected economic decisions in lgter state laws and
governnent.

Kestoration cf Cansl House 1s underway and, when completed,
will give visltors end local people & chance to see how
the people of Indians endured a stormy period of their history.
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1918 &rgw Pinly H. Gray 10ld Gufdl Houged
1982 Indiann Houses of the Nineteenth Century, Wilbur Peat
_Dzszribed a8 the best example of Greei Revival in the
State. . -
Jan. 7,186 68 Indisnspolis Stsr Historie Connersville.
1972 Indisna Canalsg by Psul Fatout
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIMNATES ! LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CGORDINATES .
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NAME AND TITLE: .
Henry H. Blommel Chalrman 8
ORGANLZATION N -
Y .
Historic Gonnersville, Inc March 5,1978| -
STREET AND NUMBER: (]
111 East Fourtih St. -
HoITY OF TOWN: STATE : . . cCoDE w
Connersville - Indisna

TIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

g
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

1g i jo
89-66%), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set )_74‘?
: e

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
° Y " Chief, Office of Archeclogy and st ibric Preservation

level of sxgmhcance of this nomination is:
National State ] I.ocal E]

NM‘Q} D00

ATTEST:

Titte tate Tiaison Officer %/M/&

Keepu" Qf/fhu ational Rebi_ger
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